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Limit two tickets per customer. Offer ends 3/19/16. 
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2016 Outlander Sport = а É / | «5 at the Minneapolis 


at the Twin Cities Auto Show. Convention Center. 


New Mitsubishi models — 
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BUY as low as LEASE as lowas | 


24-month lease with $3,495 due at signing plus TTL. 


10-year 
Offers end 3/31/16. “2015 Mirage buy from $10,500. Includes all factory incentives and dealer discounts in lieu of 0% financing. ** 2015 Mirage 30k-mile lease on approved credit. 100,000-mile 


“WHITE BEAR MITSUBISHI 
LIF | Every* new vehicle purchase includes the White Bear Mitsubishi Lifetime Warranty! 


WAR *Lifetime Warranty is valid from vehicle sale date through the customer's lifetime, or until the customer no longer owns the vehicle. Non-transferrable. 
Limitations apply. See dealer or visit whitebearautos.com for complete details, including covered components, exclusions and owner's responsibilities. 
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651.483.9106 WhiteBearMitsu.com 


SLEEVES UP. PANTS DOWN 


\ 
\ 
i a A е 
чу, Ж га 
3 y e 
p i EL: 3 RI. T — 
ме" MIIDDAV D D DDE 
MURRA 
г ” 
С cae 
" \ 


e SHOW, 


APRIL 28 | 8:00PM | PANTAGES THEATRE 


ЕЗ Woamppresent @nakedmagicshow 


VIP MEET & GREET TIX ALSO AVAILABLE 


MARCH 3-16, 2016 | ISSUE 542 


FEATURE: AUTO ISSUE 

32 REVL Car Sharing 

34 Ride Review: 2016 Honda Civic 
36 2016 Twin Cities Auto Show 


OUR LAVENDER 
8 From the Editor 

10 A Word in Edgewise 
12 Lavender Lens 

42 Lavender Lens 


OUR SCENE 

16 Arts: Spotlight 

20 Arts: Interview with Alan Cumming 
26 Eat the Menu: Upton 43 


OUR AFFAIRS 


40 Library Award - Tretter Collection 


OUR RESOURCES 
45 Classifieds 

46 The Network 

48 Community Connection 


44 Dateland 
44 Trolin 
50 At-Large 
БОГА 
Page 32: Photo by Randy Stern. Page 16: Image by Tom Wallace. Page 26: Photo by Mike Hnida. Page 40: Photo by Lisa 
Vecoli. 
a _ D 
as = 
ON THE COVER 
Alan Cumming will be coming to town later in March to 
sing us sappy loves songs. We can't wait. ч — M ғ 
Photo by Steve Vaccariello Online Magazine Prizes LavenderMagazine.com 


Available on www.LavenderMagazine.com: Our Online Magazine, read it on your computer, iPad, iPhone, or 
DROID. Prizes, register to win. Exclusive content only online, not in print. 


Д | LAVENDER | MARCH 3-16, 2016 
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You don’t have to move 
to get that new-home feeling. 


Consider a U.S. Bank Home Equity Line of Credit for your next 
project. With competitive rates and flexible payment options, 
lasting home improvements could be within reach. 


800.209.BANK (2265) | visit a branch 
usbank.com/dreambig 


HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT 


Introductory rate for 5 months Variable rate after 
Rates as low as introductory period 


1.99 APR* | „2 | APR* 
Rate available 2/20/16 - 4/29/16. Actual rate may be lower. the POWER of POSSIBLE. ban k 
Rates are subject to change. Visit your local branch or usbank.com. o 


*1.99% Introductory Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is available on Home Equity Lines of Credit with an 80% loan-to-value (LTV) or less. The Introductory Interest Rate will be fixed at 1.99% during the five-month 
Introductory Period. A higher introductory rate will apply for an LTV above 80%. Offer is available for new applications submitted from February 20 — April 29, 2016. After the five-month introductory period: the APR 
is variable and is based upon an index plus a margin. The APR will vary with Prime Rate (the index) as published in the Wall Street Journal. As of February 9, 2016, the variable rate for Home Equity Lines of Credit 
ranged from 3.24% APR to 8.50% APR. Higher rates may apply due to an increase in the Prime Rate, for a credit limit below $125,000, an LTV above 80%, and/or a low credit score. A U.S. Bank Consumer Checking 
Package account is required to receive the lowest rate, but is not required for loan approval. The rate will not vary above 18% APR, or applicable state law, or below 1.99% APR. Choosing an interest-only repayment 
may cause your monthly payment to increase, possibly substantially, once your credit line transitions into the repayment period. Repayment options may vary based on credit qualifications. Interest only repayment 
may be unavailable. Loans are subject to credit approval and program guidelines. Not all loan programs are available in all states for all loan amounts. Interest rates and program terms are subject to change without 

notice. Property insurance is required. U.S. Bank and its representatives do not provide tax or legal advice. Your tax and financial situation is unique. You should consult your tax and/or legal advisor for 

advice and information concerning your particular situation. Other restrictions may apply. Mortgage and Home Equity products offered by U.S. Bank National Association. Deposit Products are offered 

through U.S. Bank National Association. Customer pays no closing costs, except escrow-related funding costs. An annual fee of up to $90 may apply after the first year and is waived with a U.S. Bank 
EQUAL HOUSING personal Platinum Checking Package. The Consumer Pricing Information brochure lists terms and conditions that apply to U.S. Bank Consumer Checking Package accounts and can be obtained by 
LENDER calling 800.872.2657. Member FDIC ©2016 U.S. Bank. All rights reserved. 160083 2/16 
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Our culture of diversity 
and inclusion 


We value and promote diversity and inclusion in every aspect of our business. To know 
you and serve you well, the diversity of our team members reflects the diversity of the 
communities we serve. Our inclusive culture accepts differences and is open to new 
ideas that help create a competitive advantage in each market we serve. We value and 
support our people as a competitive advantage. 


It's our vision. It's our values. It's the Wells Fargo way. 


O 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved.Member FDIC. (2052002_17051) 
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FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN | PHOTOS BY ANDY LIEN 


Orange You Glad 
| Got a New Car? 


It’s like a knock-knock joke. Boy, am I glad I got a new car. And appar- 
ently most of my passengers are too. Just last spring, we had a tremen- 
dous auto issue, concepted and executed by and large by Randy Stern. 
In it, I presented an ode to my Jeep. I detailed everything I loved about it, 
from its Sky-Slider roof to its boxy shape to its ability to drive through — 
and out of — anything. I took that thing everywhere. It was very lived-in. 
I loved living life in it. 

And then I had to start making more repairs. You know, the kind that 
you don’t know are coming until they’re there. They make sense. Things 
need replacing after eight years of ownership. When the monthly repairs 
started costing more than a new car payment would, my mind started 
wandering. 

While I was up at my family’s cabin by Brainerd for Labor Day Week- 
end and the week after, working remotely as a busy professional, the 
Jeep needed a new water pump. I was parked and stranded in paradise. 
Thankfully, I got it fixed and was able to come home to the metro area. 

As timing would have it, that’s also when Randy’s Ride Review of the 
Fiat 500X came out. It came out, literally and figuratively. It was in the 
mid-September issue, but I was proofing that issue while I was stranded 
at the cabin, wondering what to do about my vehicle. What was very 
clear in his article is that Fiat and the manufacturers are very supportive 
of this community. They want GLBT people involved in every aspect of 
Fiat’s products, from being employees to being buyers. Just as I do with 
many of the products and services in my life, I love to find them in the 
pages of this magazine. It makes me feel good to symbiotically continue 
the support that has been given. And this was the right time and right 
circumstances for me to consider supporting Fiat. 

Oh, I wouldn’t have made the same decision last year. I am not a person 
who wants a small vehicle, which was my only impression of Fiats. It had 
to be the right Fiat for me, one that can fit a large Nordic woman and any- 
one in my posse. I still hate the idea of getting down into a car. Га rather 
climb up and then fall out when I enter and exit a vehicle. And, anything 
I drive has to have good clearance from the ground for driving through 
snow and sand. And lava. Just in case. 

What's less easy to define is that уе ne sais дио? about a vehicle I'm go- 
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ing to drive for years. I'd say that my instinct relies on a certain amount 
of uniqueness to my ride. The Jeep was silver and boxy with a roof that 
opened up completely. Loved it. People knew me by it. Whatever I drove 
next would need to have that similar head-turning quality, without beat- 
ing anybody over the head with whatever makes it different. 

Here enters the brand new Fiat, the one that is a Fiat on Viagra and 
basically just a swollen version of the 500, the 500X. So, one night I asked 
a friend if we could swing by the Fiat dealership and look at a 500X so I 
“could see how tall it is." I just wanted to see if the stats Га been reading 
that made them similar to a Jeep also included that they feel tall, instead 
of more of a car that Га have to climb down into. Right. It would just take 
asec, checking to “see how tall it is,” before we went to dinner. 

Of course, we ended up having dinner at 10:00, after I’d done the test 
drive, learned about the great trade-in and financing options, and picked 
out my new Fiat 500X to drive off the lot. I made sure I got one with AWD 
and the height checked out juuuuuust fine. My new vehicle, which is the 
color of a blood orange, is what I very characteristically call “The Fiat” 
because I have no ability to branch out into cutesy names like “Clemen- 
tine." I am very literal. I can't even call it a car, because I don't know if it 
really is one, being in the “cute-ute” category of sports utility vehicles. 
Ugh. Cute. Kill me now. 

I will choose to also apply the “cute” characterization literally because 
it is a smaller vehicle. It gets a billion more miles to the gallon than my 
Jeep did, despite the tank being the size of a thimble. I can fit people in 
it, though we get a little closer, and it passed the test of being able to get 
IKEA shelving home without having to strap anything to the roof. I’ve 
already driven it all over the state and I could not be happier with how it 
turns heads as I drive along with my new Bluetooth-enabled blissed-out 
environment on wheels (the Jeep was pre-technology and relied on an 
aux cable...it’s a whole new world). 

Through all of this, I learned that I can love something as much as 
the Jeep without it being the Jeep. And that you should never trust me if 
I say I just want to "see how tall" something is. 

With thanks, 

Andy ш 


Integrity | 
Experience? 
Results 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Family Law | Criminal Defense 
Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. * Моо 4 
(612) 822-0865 * 
www.jerryaburg.com 


FIRST EQUITY 


Featured Employee 


NMLS #299829 


Derrick Davis 
Derrick Davis joined First Equity as a Loan Officer nearly four years ago. He has 
been working in the industry since 1998 holding positions such as Account 
Executive with a wholesale lender. This experience gives Derrick the unique ability 
to understand loan products and procedures in depth. Derrick cites his favorite 
part of the job is working closely with customers and developing rapport. His 
customers come back time and time again to work with him because of his 
genuine personality and his passion for matching them with the best product for 
their specific needs. 


In his spare time, Derrick loves hitting the golf course (in his Zubaz). He also 
enjoys time spent with his mother in Duluth and his two college age twin children. 
His favorite time of the year is summer in Minnesota. 


Loan Officer 

. Call or email Derrick to schedule your FREE appointment to meet and 
Office: 763-251-1991 discuss your mortgage needs today! 
Cell: 612-599-0928 [=] 


Derrick@FEMort.com 
NMLS #370125 EQUAL HOUSING 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Different Ways of Looking at Things 


It took a hundred years to prove, but Albert Einstein was right. Grav- 
ity does make waves, and the fabric of space-time does alter. 

Einstein calculated, as part of his General Theory of Relativity, that 
gravitational waves had to exist, although no one had ever found one, or 
had yet invented a way to measure them. 

They existed at the juncture of a genius mind and a pencil and paper, 
but Einstein himself thought they might never be detected, going back 
and forth about their reality. He died in in 1955, never having seen proof 
of the waves or of the black holes necessary to create disturbances of 
the magnitude needed to be audible in backwater Terra. 

You can read the full story in the mainstream media; the dogged 
work of thousands of scientists over decades to build LIGO (Laser Inter- 
ferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory), culminating on September 
12, 2014, with a “chirp.” Like running your fingernails over a piano from 
lowest A to middle C, one scientist noted. Small (roughly 5mm over a 
one-sextillion-meter distance), but audible. 

Two black holes of 29 and 36 solar masses circled one another un- 
til they collided, some 1.3 billion years ago, bending space-time, and 


sending out gravitational waves through the universe — to LIGO who, 
by a fluke, was on at the time, and caught the waves two years ahead 
of the ETA. 

Since Einstein worked out the necessary existence of the players, 
scientists have worked and built and scrapped and reworked and rebuilt 
to create LIGO, with its 2.5-mile-long arms, polished mirrors, contained 
vacuum, and state of being soundproofed to all but that “chirp,” on the 
premise that if a gravitational wave alters space-time, then a beam of 
light, moving at a constant speed in total vacuum, will take less time to 
travel the contracted distance than the non-contracted distance. 

And so it was. 

Asound after centuries of visual (and later, electromagnetic) explora- 
tion of the universe, a voice, calling in the key of C. What other senses 
will the unknown share with humankind? It will depend on how we hu- 
mans use the gift of our minds and view our role in the cosmos. 

There was another point of view in this same week’s news; a sign out- 
side an unnamed church proclaiming: “The more ‘Educated’ we become 
the farther we move away from God." m 


FOUR-COURSE WINE DINNER 
Each Wednesday our Chefs create a special four-course, 
dinner menu. Each course paired with a \ 
*. specially selected glass of wine 
od for $34.95 per person. Served from 


5:00 to 9:00pm, reservations suggested. 
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“чә: 


Lux игу Ё roing Urban C lontemporary (d lonfempor агу £ езе 
1314 Marquette Avenue 740 Mississippi River Blvd S 110 West Grant Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 St. Paul, MN 55116 Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612.339.9600 651.698.8866 612.342.0110 
marquetteplace.com 740riverdrive.com onetengrant.com 


Marquette Place, One Ten Grant, and 740 River Drive offer our residents a wide array of amenities, 
including 24-Hour concierge services, chauffeured car service, business centers, fitness centers, 
indoor/outdoor swimming pools and even complimentary continental breakfast Monday-Friday! 


Unfumished and furnished, Long and short term rentals available. 
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LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 


"NO HOUSE TO 
CALL MY HOME" 
BY RYAN BERG: 

A READING 
AND COMMUNITY 
DISCUSSION ENDING 
LGBTQ YOUTH 
HOMELESSNESS 


JANUARY 7, 2016 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes Photo by Sophia Hantzes 
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Call me when you “IT WAS GREAT HAVING THE KIDS BE EXPOSED 
need legal help. TO ART AND NEW IDEAS, GIVING THEM THE 


Practice areas: Real Estate, Contracts, OPPORTUNITY TO EXERCISE THEIR CR ү 
Litigation, Estate Planning, —2015 PARENT 
Collections and more.... 


AGES 5-18 REGISTER ONLINE TODAY 
JUNE 13-AUG 5, 2016 MCAD.EDU/YOUTH 
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L AWYE R FUN, CREATIVE, AND UNIQUE CAMPS AND CLASSES ALL SUMMER LONG 
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Y MINNEAPOLIS COLLEGE 
* OF ART AND DESIGN 
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Make plans to visit the 
area's most exciting 
shopping, dining and 

entertainment destination 
in the Twin Cities! 
Just minutes from 
downtown Minneapolis! 


COMING 
SOON! 


end 


THE SHOPS AT WEST END | 39Ч & 100 
www.theshopsatwestend.com 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


Richard ІІ. Photo by Roger Watts 
—————————————————————————— | 


RICHARD III 

Through March 6 

Theatre in the Round, 245 Cedar Ave., Minneapolis 
612-333-3010 

www.theatreintheround.org 


Over the past several months we've seen a strong interest 
in William Shakespeare’s plays about England’s royal history. 
10,000 Things produced a terrific all-female production of Henry 
the IV, Part I and the gorgeous restored reissue of Orson Welles’ 
masterpiece, Chimes at Midnight, has drawn keen interest. 
Theatre in the Round Players, no stranger to Shakespeare, is 
offering perhaps the bard’s most inherently entertaining take 
on royalty, Richard III. Bear in mind, that just like modern film, 
Shakespeare took liberties with history, too. 

That said, Richard clearly was a man with a bloody men- 
tality and he shed a lot of it to claw his way up to attain the 
throne. As you may expect, he was not necessarily a good 
leader. Ambition and ability don’t necessarily go hand in hand. 
TRP is accomplished in its Shakespeare work. Lucas Gerstner 


16 | LAVENDER | MARCH 3-16, 2016 


SPOTLIGHT 


BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Nina Simone: Four Women. Photo by Tom Wallace 
E 


plays Richard. And the play also 
has some juicy queenly roles 
which are played by two topnotch 
actresses: Meri Golden and Tina 
Frederickson. 


NINA SIMONE: FOUR 
WOMEN 

Through March 26 

Park Square's Boss Theatre 
408 St. Peter St., St. Paul 
651-291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Christina Ham is an intense- 
ly socially conscious playwright 
unafraid to take on big themes. 
She researches and thinks 
through the dimensions in ways 
that translate to stage quite 


powerfully. For her new piece on 
activist singer/songwriter Nina 
Simone (1933-2003) she notes that 
“playwright Lorraine Hansberry 
mentored Ms. Simone to a more 
radical way of thinking (turning 
her to such concepts as Marx, 
Lenin, and revolutionary politics) 
than she had previously even 
imagined that eventually cata- 
pulted her to her outspokenness 
by 1963 with the writing of Missis- 
sippi Goddam after the 16th Street 
Baptist Church bombing. I had no 
idea that Ms. Hansberry and Ms. 
Simone were such close friends 
and it was exciting to recognize 
how these artists that I admired 
came together to tackle the racial 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 


229 
a Y 
f n y v | 
° % i ^ 
AT A 
Pete Whitman X-tet 
featuring Laura Caviani 


Saturday, March 5 


8pm (7pm social hour) 


Р zi / ^ 
(Galactic Cowboy Orchestra 
N BOF. Tuesday; April 26 
аһ 7pm (6pm social hour) 
| — ` B / 
Join us for a social hour 60 minutes 
before concert start time. 


MINNESOT: 
STATE ARTS BOA 


Looking for a way to save? 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation | 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. A 


Dawn Bartell Agency 

4649 Bloomington Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 
dbartell@amfam.com 
612.333.5554 


American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 
A M E R ICAN FAM [| LY American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
Home Office- Madison, WI 53783 
| INSURANCE | URER American Family Insurance Company 
American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 
Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
wwwamfam.com © 2008 


All your protection under one roof® 


Gay-owned 


Y Mill), District 


NEW PATIENT OFFER: 


399 Exam » FREE Whitening 


X-rays and cleaning with exam, x-rays and cleaning 


612-877-8887 • www.milldistrictdental.com 


Brian Peters, DDS 1026 Washington Ave 5, Suite 100 • Minneapolis 
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SPOTLIGHT 


The How and The Why. Photo by Richard Fleischman 


inequality issues in America through their art.” 

Ham was inspired by Simone’s quote: “An artist’s duty, as far 
as I’m concerned, is to reflect the times.” Ham sees the bombing 
as the defining moment when “Simone’s career shifted from 
supper club chanteuse to civil rights firebrand who now wanted 
to create music that was revolutionary and would inspire her 
people in the civil rights struggle. What would be the cost of this 
shift as an artist?” Faye M. Price directs. Regina Marie Williams 
plays Nina Simone. 


women tended to be shown at ma- 
jor venues than in the ’80s. The 
'80s was also the decade when the 
far right took aim against publicly 
funded art. 


wright who presents concepts like 
the “grandmother hypothesis," 
which stresses the importance 

of older women in homo sapien 
development. She also looks at 
emotional costs such as the lonely 
road of being a thinker with a 
purpose. Treem has written for 
the top-tier television programs Jn 
Treatment and House of Cards. 


GUERRILLA GIRLS TWIN CITIES TAKEOVER 
WEEK 


Feb. 29-March 6 

various venues 

www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 

ART AT THE CENTER: GUERRILLA GIRLS 
Ongoing 

Walker Art Center, 1750 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 
612-375-7600 

www.walkerart.org 


In 1984, the pre-eminent and taste-making Museum of Mod- 
ern Art featured a contemporary exhibition titled An Internation- 
al Survey of Painting and Sculpture. Out of 169 featured artists, 
only 13 were women. Worse still, the curator made remarks that 
actually belittled those not featured. This injustice compelled a 
group of anonymous female artists to conduct actions and exhib- 
its to the contrary. They dressed in gorilla outfits to conceal their 
identities. 

Hennepin Theatre Trust is offering a fun opportunity to 
check out Guerrilla Girls exhibits and events around the metro 
area. The Walker Art Center is featuring an exhibit of poster art 
of the GGs ranging from 1985 to 2012. What is worth noting is 
that in the 1970s, as one of the founders has pointed out, more 
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THE HOW AND THE WHY 
March 10-20 

New Century Theatre 

615 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis 

612-455-9501 
www.TheatreUnbound.org 


Theatre Unbound has made 
one of its most interesting play 
selections in recent years. Sarah 
Treem’s The How and the Why 
has enjoyed acclaim and affection 
in different parts of the country. 
As Unbound director Shelli Place 
puts it, “Who knew that science 
could evolve into serious comedy? 
Two evolutionary biologists, 
Zelda (Caroline Kaiser) and 
Rachel (Molly Pach), use their 
intellectual energy as a catalyst 
to navigate a newly discovered 
relationship. Their passion and 
commitment to science illumi- 
nates the gap between feminists 
of two generations, resulting in 
smart and spirited repartee.” 

Treem is an ideas-driven play- 


A 24-DECADE HISTORY 
OF POPULAR MUSIC: 
THE 20TH CENTURY 
ABRIDGED 

March 18-19 

Guthrie Theater 

818 S. 2nd St., Minneapolis 
612-377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Taylor Mac has taken the 
queer wing of the American 
theater scene by storm and will 
perform live on the Guthrie’s 
proscenium stage. Regarding 
this original piece, Mac shares, “I 
suppose I’ve been subconsciously 
kicking around the idea for A 
24-Decade History of Popular Mu- 
sic for many years. I can pinpoint 
the catalyst to an AIDS action I 
attended in 1987. The action was 
a profound experience for me, a 
fairly isolated suburban queer kid 
who had never met an out-of- 
the-closet homosexual, as I was 
suddenly exposed to thousands of 
queers. What has stuck with me 
from that day was experiencing 
a community coming together 
in the face of such tragedy and 
injustice and expressing their 
rage (and joy at being together) 
via music, dancing, chanting, and 
agency. Not only was the com- 
munity using itself to destroy an 
epidemic but the activists were 
also using a disease, their deterio- 
ration, and human imperfection 
as a way to aid their community. 
In many ways, my entire career 
has been about reenacting this 
experience on the stage, in one 
form or another, but a couple 
years ago I decided to consciously 
go at it. The result is a durational 
work that explores the various 
ways imperfection can foster a 
community.” ш 


WILLIAM, SHAKESPEARE! S 


COgloLAN 


I. by LARRY KRAMER 
E 


directed by JQSEBH 5100 
4 = 


Mar 24 - Apr 16 
NEWEPICTHEATER.ORG 


Nig hte 


at the S heater 


Lavender Night is preview 
night of THE NORMAL HEART 
Thursday, March 24th! 


Visit THELABTHEATER.ORG 


and use the code 


612.555.7977 


general seating - subject to availability 
discounted tickets are final sale 


X^ 


Gy Your еге O gi ( 
Barker Жай, ап 


(715) 392-7152 Reservations 
(715) 395-7810 Weddings/Events 
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* Twin Cities 
Gay Men's Chorus 


Ж” presents 


IGHT 


35th Season И. Бш "Saturday ` Nil 206 - 8pm 
ASL interpreted performance 

Twin Cities Gay Men's Els has been proudly fulfilling its 
mission of Gay Men Building Community Through Music for 
the past 35 years! Celebrate our history and on- on-going legacy on 
this special one night only musical fétei in the newly remodeled 
Northrop. Well feature highlights fro asons past, premiere 
several new commissions and “reveal a Те) surprises up our 
cufflinked sleeves. Join p a ga a night to "Wd EA NEGI 


at Northrop! 
: OTF YOU HAVEN DHEARD |5, 
eos, XI D (АМ г OUT 
U of M Tikes and ГЕ fens 


_ N JOIN THE CONVERSATION 
»; o [| | | | d | » 
4% "Оцеһ с Chorus: 12-339 4 or A org y f y You Tube 
| | 
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SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE 


ALAN CUMMIN 


BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


PHOTOS BY STEVEN TRUMON GRAY 


LIVING ON THE CUTTING EDGE 


Alan Cumming is a Scotsman who has achieved stardom in the 
U.S. and abroad. He doesn't play it safe with the roles he chooses and 
he lives his life on the cutting edge. Cumming won a Tony Award for 
Cabaret and has been Emmy-nominated for his performance as Eli Gold 
in The Good Wife. Cumming is also a longtime supporter of GLBT is- 
sues and AIDS assistance. He has been in a relationship with Grant 
Shaffer for nine years and they married in 2012. 

Cumming has also been a world-class trailblazer as an author on is- 
sues largely shunned by both the general public and media. Not My Fa- 
ther’s Son boldly relates the physical abuse he suffered from his father. 
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May the Foreskin Be With You: Why Circumcision Makes No Sense and 
What You Can Do About It is a daringly critical look at routine circumci- 
sion of boys and serious health dangers it can incur. 

Not surprisingly, this preeminent musical and Shakespearean 
iconoclast of Broadway and the West End is a huge draw as a vocalist 
worldwide. Cumming will perform live the show based on his album, 
Alan Cumming Sings Sappy Songs, at Orchestra Hall in Minneapolis on 
March 26, 2016. That’s the album where he is featured nude on the 
cover with two other people, also nude. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 
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ONE LAST TIME! 
THE FINAL TOUR! 


SPECIAL GUEST 


DAVE KOZ 


A » Рр | | / Xcel Energy Center. 
xcelenergycenter.com 


Xcel Energy Center Box Office, Ticketmaster Ticket Centers, ticketmaster.com, 
Charge-By-Phone 800.745.3000, Groups 651.312.3486, TDD/TTY 800.359.2525 


Tell me about the show you’ll perform at Orchestra Hall in 
Minneapolis. 

AC: This show started last June at the Café Carlyle (New York) and 
it’s a collection of songs that I really feel emotionally connected to. It’s 
very eclectic. I’m the kind of singer who sees no point in singing a song 
unless I can bring something new to it. They’re all songs I feel emo- 
tionally engaged with. It’s a very funny show but also, the songs are 
really intense. A smorgasboard of emotions. 


You are married to Grant Shaffer. Does having such a busy 
international career help or hinder being married? How do you 
balance that? 

AC: For the past six years Гуе been doing The Good Wife, so I’ve 
been in New York for nine months of the year. So that’s been steady and 
that's been great. That's sort of stability in a way. I think we're very sure 
of each other and very happy. When we are apart we try not to let it be 
longer than a couple of weeks and one of us will visit. 

My job is very unpredictable in terms of where I’m going to be, 
when I’m going to be away, and what I am doing. He mostly works 
from home and so I think you take it as it comes. If I do go away it's for 
a good reason and it’s something I feel really passionate about. I’ve got 
to earn some money. So he understands why I’m traveling and some- 
times he comes with me. I also think it’s actually quite good to be apart 
sometimes. It makes you prize the time you are together. It reminds 
you why you are together. It is healthy to have some time apart. 


You’ve been nude on the cover of Out magazine and your 
Sappy Songs album. Obviously, you don’t have issues with your 
body. We have a puritan legacy in the U.S. We have a lot of con- 
fused ideas about the body and about sex. What are some of your 
thoughts on that? 

AC: I've got a lot of thoughts on that. I feel that it's not so much just 
body image and sexuality, but there’s a real problem of letting go. A lot 
of the songs I sing in the show are from last year when I had my Club 
Cumming and I DJ'd that. It was like a club every night. And I found this 
really fascinating: how hard it is to let go and not feel judged. And I think 
that's an American thing. Everyone is slightly worried about seeming 
that they're losing control. So in terms of sexuality and stuff, that's 
where this comes from. This thing about pleasure and admitting to de- 
sire is kind of hard for people. 

In terms of my body, I just feel comfortable with it. It doesn't matter 
what your body actually is if you feel comfortable with it. I love watching 
people dance and you can just tell people who are really comfortable 
with themselves because they're able to move in a way that's kind of 
idiosyncratic to them and I think when they're comfortable with their 
bodies that's really a sexy thing regardless of what they look like. 


And when I say Americans, I include GLBT Americans, too. 
There are still judgements against the body within our communi- 
ties as well. 

AC: Oh my god. I think more so actually. I think definitely in the gay 
male population there's huge body fascism. And I get it. I understand 
why. It's a culture that prizes physical beauty, especially when it's in the 
gay world. It's kind of, we all want to belong somehow. We are differ- 
ent and yet when we come together we want to belong. We're kind of 
uniform. Our bodies have become uniform. We all work out in the same 
places, have the same bodies, kind of manufactured bodies. 

Ilike enjoying over the last few years the rise of bear culture; there 
are geeks, dad bods. I really like that there's different body shapes that 
are not absolutely muscly, six-packy, that are becoming prized in our 
culture and that's really, really healthy. And the other reason I think, 
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WHEN I CAME TO AMERICA, | REMEMBER BEING SHOCKED BY PEOPLE BEING 
SHOCKED BY MY BODY BECAUSE I WAS INTACT. 


coming after AIDS and how traumatizing that whole thing was to our 
community, is this idea of physical beauty, physical strength, and physi- 
cal prowess. That’s become vaunted because for so long we were repre- 
sented by gaunt, weak, dying people. 


You are brave for sharing about your father’s physical abuse 
and how it affected you. He referred to you as arty. Do you think 
you think that he intuited your bisexuality and held that against 
you and responded in that way? 

AC: Yes. I think possibly. But I don’t think it was just that. I don’t 
think that was the reason for his rage. I think it was much more deep- 
seated issues than that. Yes, I think he thought I was a little kind of arty 
boy and I wasn’t sporty and I wasn’t the kind of son he would have hoped 
for and I wasn’t in his image. I think that’s often the case when fathers 
and their sons have a bit of a problem. 


Your father was also very abusive toward your older brother. 
Avery different sort of person than you. 

AC: Yeah. He was the sporty, strapping one. And that’s where the 
bisexual or gay argument doesn't really follow. He was a sort of multifac- 
eted abuser. It wasn’t just about me. 


One of the things I appreciate about you being so open about 
the physical abuse done to you is that it seems, in this culture, 
physical and mental abuse do not get the play that sexual abuse 
does. It takes a back seat to sexual abuse. Sex abuse, we're all 
over it. You occasionally read on the back pages of the news about 
physically abused girls and boys. They’re not sexually abused so 
they often don’t get into print or even police reports. Yet the hor- 
rors these kids go through are just off the charts. 

AC: I think that’s absolutely true. It does seem a little weird to be 
sort of comparing the same levels of different kinds of abuse but, I think, 
partly it’s due to physical and mental abuse as something that’s much 
more prevalent in families and therefore it’s much more accepted. In 
a way, it’s not discussed so much as an issue because so many people 
know about it. It’s been amazing actually talking about it. I didn’t expect 
that kind of reaction from that book, in terms of how I’ve sort of helped 
other people discuss it in their families. I think that shows that it’s some- 
thing that’s not dealt with enough in society. 


You’ve also been outspoken for being against circumcision. 
The routine circumcision of infant boys is commonplace in the 
U.S. Why is this so important to you? 

AC: When I came to America, I remember being shocked by people 
being shocked by my body because I was intact. They’d never seen fore- 
skin. They didn’t know what to do with it and I thought why am I be- 
ing made to feel like a freak? And I thought that was really, really weird 
and I’m actually intact and this is how I am supposed to look. I thought 
what's going on here? 

I think people blindly and thoughtlessly do it as a kind of act, as a sort 
of social act, because this is what everyone does. And then you learn so 
many things go wrong. A lot of nerve endings die. Back to my whole 
thing about sex and pleasure. That part of the body is no longer being 
protected by the foreskin. Why would you do that? All these awful things 
can happen. There's no reason to do it. 

Also, the medical industry is encouraging people to keep doing this 
procedure. It’s unnecessary and, of course, it’s also financially attractive 
to them. The more and more I live in America, the more I feel like these 
pharmaceutical and insurance industries have a stranglehold on every- 
body. I’m just really, really suspicious of why we do certain things, why 
we take so many pills, and of course, companies don’t want cures for cer- 
tain diseases because that would mean they’re going to lose money. And 
it’s the way America has made education and health a money-making 
industry. What you should be doing is trying to help. 


There’s a real stigma against men who are uncircumcised as 
being unclean and unattractive and odd. Abnormal. That’s some- 
thing clearly learned in American culture. 

AC: Absolutely. It’s absolutely a myth. The whole unclean thing is ri- 
diculous. It’s a myth. And one of the most awful and hilarious things I’ve 
heard is some people say you should really get circumcised, otherwise 
you will be mocked in the locker room. So he'll just hack off a bit of his 
body because he’s not mutilated. I think that’s such a terrible, terrible 
thing. I’m 51 years old. I have foreskin. I still have no gangrene. B 


ALAN CUMMING SINGS SAPPY SONGS 

Sat., March 26 

Orchestra Hall, 1111 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis 
612-371-5656 

www.minnesotaorchestra.org 
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HABITATIONDESIGN.COM 
952.426.3548 
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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
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SCENE 


EAT THE MENU 


BY BRADLEY TRAYNOR 


PHOTOS BY MIKE HNIDA 


| Chef Erick Harcey of Upton 43 in Linden Hills. 


m 


Upton 43 


Imagine any of the finest, forward-thinking restaurants in Stockholm 
picked up and plopped down in the heart of Linden Hills. Now, let loose 
a creative Minnesota genius with serious Scandinavian roots inside said 
restaurant. The result? Magic. Pure, unadulterated food fantasy. That 
just became a reality at Upton 43. 

Aptly named for its location on the corner of, you guessed it, Upton 
and 43rd in Minneapolis, this upscale bookend to casual sibling Victory 
44 is the latest love of aforementioned creative genius Chef Erick Harcey. 

I say creative genius because Chef Harcey and his team took an old 
hardware store and turned it into a foodie's playground filled with as 
much fun and whimsy as mindblowing food. 

And that food finally made its way to my own mouth a few weeks back, 
along with a couple fortunate friends one chilly February afternoon. 

You need walk no further than through its front door to realize Upton 
43 is unique. And inviting. One immediately gets the sense good things 
will happen here. The decor is beautiful, clean, and stark, straight out of 
a Stieg Larsson novel. Yet, surprisingly, the space feels warm and full of 
life, thanks in part to an oak fire roaring in the kitchen. 

Whether dinner or brunch, the menu is packed with possibility. And 


adventure. Don't let unfamiliar words like ärtsoppa and smørrebrød in- 
timidate you. You're in great hands. Indulge your curiosity. 

From the first bites of fried goat's milk gouda cheese nestled atop 
kale and lingonberries, it became apparent our meal was going to be 
anything but ordinary. The dish is basically fried cheese. That is, if fried 
cheese was an artist who studied in Paris and fell in love with a ballet 
dancer and then wrote a romantic nineteenth century novel about it. Se- 
riously, this is some soul-baring cheese. 

Chef Harcey can take the most mundane ingredient and elevate it to 
a level worthy of a gallery opening. Take, for example, lettuce. I can't 
think of anything Га rather order less on a menu than lettuce. A nosh 
or two into the fermented lettuce, however, and I was struck dumb. Not 
quite kimchi, not quite sauerkraut, this slightly sour greenery was danc- 
ing around my mouth as it had on the plate, mingling with its unctuous 
neighbors: egg yolk, walnut, and buttermilk. 

And if the lingonberries hadn't yet harkened Upton 43's Nordic heri- 
tage enough, the Swedish meatballs ultimately did the trick. In spades. 
Simple and satisfying, these petite round melt-in-your-mouth gems are 
set aside a potato puree you'll want to spoon (as in, take a nap with). 
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Dine Out, Fight AIDS 


CATERING 
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Benefiting 


AMERICAN COMFORT FOOD • CRAFT BEERS 


GREAT COCKTAILS • FABULOUS WINE LIST 


March is Minnesota 
FoodShare Month! 


612.824.LIFE (5433) 


LOCATED-AT EXCELSIOR & GRAND 
3801 GRAND WAY • ST. LOUIS PARK 


LAVENDER 


March 7-23 
15% Off 3-5 Bottles* 
20% Off 6-11 Bottles* 
25% Off 12+ Bottles* 


*Not valid on green tag/sale priced items, coupon items, 
and/or with other promotions. While supplies last. 


March 2016 
10% Off 2 Bottles* 
15% Off 3+ Bottles* 


*Not valid on green tag/sale priced items, coupon items, 
and/or with other promotions. While supplies last. 


1 point = $1 spent 
250 points = $10 gift card 
500 points = $25 gift card 
1000 points = $60 gift card 


LOWRY mi LIQUORS 
1922 Hennepin Ave 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
Inlwine.com 


Visit our sister store: 


lakeside 
WINE 
+SPIRITS 
1916 W. Wayzata Blvd 
Long Lake, MN 55356 
Lakesidewineandspirits.com 
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EAT THE MENU WITH BRADLEY TRAYNOR 


Clockwise from top left: Bacon steak with eggs, potatoes, and rosehip ketchup; warm 
A grains with sunchoke, apple, truffle, and onion petal; smørrebrød with crispy oysters, 
apple, crème fraiche, and licorice; and fried goat gouda with kale and lingonberry. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 => 
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| NOW OFFERING APPETIZER PLATTERS FOR GROUPS, 
| SMALL PLATES, TAP BEER AND A CHOCOLATE FOUNTAIN. 
¡HOST YOUR EVENT IN OUR NEW BAR OR PRIVATE DINING ROOM! 


| CONTACT US FOR A RECEPTION MENU AND CUSTOMIZED PLANNING 
FOR YOUR OFFICE HAPPY HOUR OR PARTY! 


OUR NEW BAR NOW HAS THE BEST HAPPY HOUR IN DOWNTOWN! 
MON-FRI, 4-6 
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The uy? 
Melting Pot 


a fondue restaurant 


RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED » MELTINGPOT.COM 
(612) 338-9900 + 80 S. 9TH ST., MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402 
*See store for details or restrictions. 


TWO HAPPY HOURS 
7 DAYS A WEEK! 


3:00-6:00pm & 9:00pm-1:00am 


$1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails 


$2 Off All Burgers After 9:00pm 
$3 Martinis 


During Happy Hour on Monday & Tuesdays! 
Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events 


CLOSE TO THE XCEL ENERGY CENTER & THE ORDWAY | WWW.BURGERMOES.COM 
242 WEST 7TH STREET | SAINT PAUL, MN 55102 | 651.222.3100 
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“” 


Come visit our new facility in Bloomington and take your favorite Infiniti for test drive. 


2016 Infiniti AWD QX50 Luxury Crossover 


2016 premium, premium plus, AWD, round view camera system, 
Bose audio, Bluetooth, heated leather seats and much more. 


1500 WEST 81ST STREET | BLOOMINGTON, MN 55431 


www.lutherinfiniti.com 
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EAT THE MENU WITH BRADLEY TRAYNOR 


Perhaps the most bellywarming, 
satisfying dish we devoured was the 
bacon steak. Yes, bacon steak. Are 
there two better words in the English 
language? I think not. Combine them 
and, well, I can’t even. Lucky for you, 
Upton 43 can even. And did even. 
Fashioned out of a pork shoulder 
transformed, nay, baconized by the 
magic of Thor’s Hammer, this slice 
of porky goodness is served with per- 
fectly tender eggs and crispy potatoes 
fried in duck fat. Oof. 

Other table favorites included the 
crispy oysters (light and crunchy with apple, créme fraiche and a 
hint of anise), duck sausage (salty and rich, along with blood sausage 
bites, met with the subtlety and sweetness of figs and toasted buck- 
wheat), as well as the warm grains (bedazzled with life-sustaining 
slices of black truffle). 

Hungry yet? That’s not even the half of it. Feel free to stop reading 
and make your reservation. ГЇЇ wait... 

While I’m waiting, ГЇЇ dish a little on dessert. Lucky for sweet tooths 
like me, dessert at Upton 43 is not an afterthought. Don’t skip the warm 
and inviting rye pancake topped with a heavenly birch-infused ice cream. 
Or my personal favorite, the juniper bavarois (Bavarian cream) with car- 
rot granite (Carrots? Who knew!?). 


It should come as no surprise, dear 
reader, that I haven’t stopped thinking 
about my meal since that last bite of 
bavarois. More importantly, Гуе been 
plotting my return. Even though we ate 
ourselves silly, there’s still lots more to 
explore at Upton 43. And I can’t wait to 
get my passport stamped again. 

If you're feeling particularly ad- 
venturous, make a reservation for the 
Chef’s Table. For a fixed ticket price, 
you and a bunch of other really lucky 
dinner guests sit around a big table 
sharing ample, amazing food (around 
ten courses) and an equally ample good time. 

One final note on tipping. Simply put, there is no tipping at Upton 
43. Chef Harcey and his team made the decision to do away with the 
practice in favor of increasing pay and benefits for their staff. It’s just one 
more thoughtful experiment that separates Upton 43 from pretty much 
any dining experience you will have in the Twin Cities. And for that, I am 
(and hope you will be too) grateful. m 


UPTON 43 

4312 Upton Ave. S. 
Minneapolis 
www.upton43.com 


To-die-for rye pancakes for dessert, and a space so clean and bright 
that goes from open to intimate as it turns from day to night. 
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Pizza & Pasta 
Good for АП Seasons 
+ 2 Happy Hours 


LAVENDER 


Central Medical Pain & 
Addiction Clinic 


(651) 644-6002 


| Treatment DS 
Let us help you with: 
e Meth Addiction 
e Alcoholism í ЖА 
Dr. Alfonso Morales, 
D.A.B.PM 


ө • Opiate Dependency 


" * Chronic Pain 
Like us 


* Hormone Replacement Therapy 
facebook.com/Lavender Magazine 393 North Dunlap Street, LL34, St. Paul, MN 55104 


www.centralmedicalmn.com 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 65 Years! 


OVER 15 AUTO 
MANUFACTURER 
CERTIFICATIONS AND 
RECOGNITIONS 


THE ONLY AUDI AUTHORIZED ALUMINUM COLLISION REPAIRER IN THE 5 STATE AREA 


Collision, Glass and More! 


We offer complimentary 

rides downtown, reasonable 
rates and a highly professional & 
staff of enthusiasts. 


HAGEN S 2252 


FREE Estimates • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


Hours of Operation: Monday - Friday 7am - 5:30pm 
28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls 


612-872-6671 
WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 
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9 2016 CHEVROLET MALIBU L LIMITED 


WE WILL GIVE YOU UP TO 
OR KBB 


мш LEASE FOR 


ES X 39 MO* 
$3,000 DOWN 
FOR YOUR NO BULL PRICE é 
ON ANY NEW OR USED 


X 39 M0* 
VEHICLE. $ 
COMETO m CHEVROLET 1/9: 000 DOWN à == 
$ 2 3 9 X 39 MO* 


AND RECEIVE TOP DOLLAR WHEN 
YOU TRADE OR SELL YOUR VEHICLE. 
PLUS, RECEIVE UP TO TWO ROUND 
TRIP AIRLINE TICKETS FROM SUN 


$ sun country: COUNTRY AIRLINES. y 


PRICED FROM 


$18,981 


STOCK #160075 


35W & COUNTY ROAD C, ROSEVILLE, MN 55113 | WWW.ROSEDALECHEV.COM 
YOU HAVE A FRIEND AT ROSEDALE CHEVROLET | CALL DEWEY AT 612-805-8232 


*Restrictions apply. Trade in value deductions for condition, miles, damages. See dealer for details. Not all vehicles qualify. **Leases include 10,000 miles per year. $3,000 down. 
Includes all taxes, fees and first payment. Sec. dep. waived. All vehicles subject to prior sale. Lease offers end 3/31/16. 
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Car Sharing: REVL 


ar Sharing is not just for those 
of us living in urban areas. 

In the Twin Cities, the suc- 
cess of car sharing programs, 
go, HourCar, and 
ZipCar, madé a case for city 
residents to consider giving up car owner- 
ship for the sake of saying money and 
retaining precious property space in front of 

heir home. However, there are some local 
inhabitants that believe that car sharing 
should augment vehicle ownership, even to 
replace a second car payment. 

It is the latter that a new car sharing ser- 
vice has been attracting. This new company 
is doing so by taking a different approach to 


car sharing. Instead of using a fleet of main- 
stream vehicles or city cars, they are using 
vehicles that are a bit more “fun.” 

REVL is starting up a fleet of prestige, 
luxury, and sports cars available for car shar- 
ing at key locations in Minneapolis. Their 
approach to car sharing goes beyond the 
vehicles available for sharing, but an entirely 
different approach to car sharing unseen 
here in the Twin Cities. 

REVL members start off by downloading 
a smartphone app that will enable GPS to 
track vehicle availability. Usually, vehicles 
are located at ramps inside of residential 
buildings or nearby key business centers. 
Once a reservation is made via the app, the 


REVL member only needs to arrive at the чањ 


vehicle to start their trip. There are no cards 
or fobs to swipe at the vehicle. Telematics in- 
side each vehicle will enable the user to use 
the app to unlock the vehicle. With the key 
secured inside of the vehicle, all the member 
has to do is to start it up and go. 

During stopovers, the member takes the 
key from the glove box with them. There is 
a fob attached that is inserted into a box as a 
reader. In the end, the key has to be re-insert 
ed into the glove box and the member uses the 
app to lock the vehicle and finish i 

Where REVL is most different than other== 
car sharing programs is how they charge 
their members. REVL offers memberships 
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ГА 
their fleet includes the Audi Q3 er 27; ms 


over, Mercedes-Benz C-Class sedan, 
and BMW 3-Series sedan. REVL is still 
working on acquiring other vehicles for 
higher membership levels, including 
sports cars and larger luxury vehicles. 
Some members already encouraged 
REVL to add some Teslas to their fleet. 
'The electric luxury cars are on order 
and will be added to REVL’s lineup later 
“іп 2016. These will also be located in 


Te ЭЕ "аш um mmc mm жән 
ІШІН : 
Б?” Aaa” 
Ж” 


114 
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downtown Minneapolis, along wi 
neighborhoods in the city. 

Although Zipcar offers a few BMWs 
in the local area for car sharing, REVL 
does not buy into established fleets 
from a larger parent company through 
a national account. They acquire their 
vehicles locally to ensure accessibility 
to their customers and for servicing, if 
need be. None of the vehicles have any 
REVL branding on them. Nor can you 
see any of the telematics equipment used 
by other car sharing services, as they are 
hidden well inside each REVL vehicle. 

In all, they simply look and feel like a 
regularly owned or leased vehicle. 

Vehicle equipment levels should mir- 
ror the wants of their potential clientele. 
All vehicles will have automatic transmis- 
sion, climate control, a moon roof, and 
heated seats. Most of the fleet will come 
with all-wheel drive for year-round use by 
REVLs members. 

By being different, REVL aims to not 
only capture a different clientele that is 
discriminating in taste, but also change 
car sharing in the Twin Cities toward a 
monthly rate model with more freedom 
for members to use these vehicles. 

There is now a choice for those with 
discriminating tastes who want to get 
involved with car sharing. With REVL’s 
arrival in the Twin Cities car sharing 
market, the game has been stepped up to 
the next level by doing everything differ- 
ent than everyone else. 
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here were many headlines that 


Mhite some flights were diverted to 
nearby airports and delayed for hours, others 
braved snowy conditions on the road just to 
get into Southeastern Michigan. 

But once the travel chaos ended from he 
day before, dawn broke on the first media 
day at NAIAS. At 6:55 a.m. inside the Atrium 
of COBO Center, the first set of headlines 
were filed. One of them was the announce- 
ment of the North American Car of The Year. 

The winner is the car featured on this page. 

In its 10th generation, the Honda Civic 
had the monumental task of bringing the 
brand and the company back to prominence. 
Many felt disappointed by the lack of design 
vision and superior engineering Honda was 


TER 


Ride Review: 


once known for. The Civic created many 
benchmarks in terms of vehicle efficiency, 
advanced exhaust emissions technology, 
engine development, safety engineering 
for compact cars, and design advances that 
simply came out of nowhere. 

Though they were among the ten best- 
selling vehicles in this country for 2015, many 
felt that buying a Civic was for just mere 
basic transportation. Sadly, the Civic's image 
reflected buyer's moods: they were reliable, 
well-engineered, and will last a long time. 
That was all, nothing more, nothing less. Yes, 
the Si models were exciting, but the bulk of 
customers chose middle-of-the-road models 
that offered enough amenities to be merely 
entertained on their daily commute. 

Honda knew they had to steer this new 
Civic back to its roots. It had be advanced 
again. It had to disrupt the class with design, 
interior space, and outstanding engineering. 
Honda had to show the jury for the North 
American Car of The Year that they did their 
homework to make the best Civic yet. 

Did it deserve being the North American 


016 Honda Civic 


Car of The Year for 2016? 

For one, we had not been satisfied with 
Honda’s design language lately. This Civic 
has brought forth a new progression of 
sleek, sharp, and eye-testing styling that had 
been the hallmark of Civics past. The three- 
dimensional front end is combined with a 
low, long, and sleek fastback-style profile 
with the debut of a three-window side glass- 
house never seen before in,Civic sedan his- 
tory. Where the Civic becomes re 
the rear, with its sharp-edge taillight desi >. 
that is integrated onto the short decklid. 

Our tester is the current top-of-the-line 
sedan, the Touring. Never before has a Civic 
ever looked luxurious. Maybe it is because 
of its paint or the unique 17-inch alloy wheels 
that make it stand out. Yet, it shows a new 
side of the Civic that is as elegant and graceful 
as the top Accord models...or even an Acura. 

One complaint that had been brought 
up on previous Civics has been the interior. 
Honda addressed this head-on and came up 
with one of the best cabins ever seen in one of 
their sedans in a very long time. It starts with 


RESERVED 


PARKING 


a single-tier instrument binnacle that is 
still positioned low on eye sight, but much 
cleaner to read than ever. In the Touring, 
the speedometer and information center 
isa TFT screen. On either side of the 
TFT screen are the temperature and 

gas gauges, now in an interesting LED 
format. Some of the switchgear may be 
familiar to many Honda owners, but the 
steering wheel switches and buttons on 
the console are new. They are now of a 
higher quality than before. Overall quality 
i cross the board on the instrument 


have a tapered look wi 
ing to lock in most bodies. 
is of normal size, with bolstering added 
for the Touring model. Tall people may 
need to accommodate their bodies a bit 
better to clear the moonroof above. In 
the rear seat, there is an improvement 

in space, but it is still more suitable for 
averaged-sized adults and children. The 
roof slope would also be a challenge for 
taller persons sitting in the back seat. 
The Civic offers a single touch-screen 
tainment interface. This is actually 
simpler to work with, as audio options, 
navigation, Bluetooth connections, and 

most climate control functions operate 

Om here. It is not exactly perfect (the 
audio system only offers 12 presets for Siri- 
usXM) but it is much more manageable. 

Two engines are being offered in 
the Civic sedan for now. The 2.0-liter 
naturally aspirated four-cylinder offers 
a power rise for the LX and EX models 
with 158 horsepower on tap. Move up to 
the EXT, EX-L, and this Touring model, 
and you are treated to an all-new 1.5-liter 
turbocharged four-cylinder engine. Tick- 
ing this box will get you 174 horsepower. 
Mind you, this is not the engine reserved 
for the sports compact hero, the Civic 
Si; yet, it certainly makes the Civic a lot 
more motivated and fun to drive. 

Civic Touring customers are treated 
to an all-new Continuously Variable 
Transmission driving the front wheels. 
The transmission is suitable, yet there is 
plenty of noise and ratio hold when start- 
ing off or getting up an on-ramp. Once 
it settles down, the CVT offers smooth 
connection to the engine. In terms of fuel 
economy, the Civic earned an average of 
32.6 MPG. This is considered a serious 
increase from previous Civics, even with 
the higher horsepower. 

The new Honda Civic sedan is longer 
(about the size of an Accord of around 
two decades ago) and heavier (the Tour- 


ing weighed in at 2,923 pounds). When 
driving it, you forget that it is a Civic. 
Part of its from the extra long 106.3-inch 
wheelbase, which provides a smooth 
ride that could be akin to something a 
bit larger than its compact class status. 
There is minute roll and learn in the 
turns, but it remains poised overall. 
Seventeen-inch Firestone all-season tires 
keep the Civic on the ground. 

Steering is pretty direct and sharp 
in feel. Turning is tight, even with the 
long wheelbase. Part of the trick is the 
location of the front wheels positioned 
cloger to the nose of the Civic. On-cen- 
tef feel is a bit soft, however. Braking 
is actually very good, with great pedal 


These features are usual 
for the Accord, Pilot, and mos U 
models. Putting them on the Civic is a 
step in catapulting this car into another 
dimension. Features that make up the 
Honda Sense package include Adap- 

tive Cruise Control, Lane Departure 
Warning, Lane Keep Assist, Forward 
Collision Warning, Collision Mitigation 
Braking System, and Road Departure 
Mitigation System. Honda LaneWatch 
adds a camera eye on critical right lane/ 
turn situations. All of these systems 
work very well, but the idea of having 
all of these features in a compact car is 
still amazing in its own right. 

Honda starts off with a base price of 
$18,640 for a Civic LX with a six-speed 
manual transmission. This Touring sedan 
tester tops off the lineup with a sticker of 
$27,335. Somewhere in-between is a well- 
equipped car that is transformative and 
more engaging than ever before. 

So far, customers have responded to 
the new Civic. Sales are up because of 
this new Civic: 54.9 percent in January, 
resulting in it being the leading model in 
Honda’s lineup. Even with a recall of the 
base engine, the Civic still represents a 
major leap for Honda to not only retain 
its loyal customer base, but to attract 
newcomers or returnees to the brand. 

However, I am still trying to wrap my 
head around this 10th generation Honda 
Civic. Is it really a Civic? The design, 
level of quality, and refinement tells me 
otherwise. When people came up to this 
car, they swore it was an Acura or an 
Accord. Perhaps that is a compliment on 
how much work Honda put in to making 
this not only a sales leader, but a leader 
above all cars, regardless of class. BM 


HONDA STARTS OFF WITHA 
BASE PRICE OF $18,640 FOR 
А CIVIC LX WITH A SIX-SPEED 
MANUAL TRANSMISSION. 
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Auto Show 


otta go to the Auto Show!” 
It is a familiar jingle that 
welcomes us to the Minneapolis 
Convention Genter March. 
Itis on our rádios, televisi 
the side of buses... .everywhere. 
It is our auto show/ Our version of the 
big news-making international exhibitions 
in Frankfurt. Paris, Los Angeles, Detroit, 
Geneva, Shanghai, Beijing, and New York: 


is made just for us: consumers. 
It is what we call the Twin Cities Auto Show. 
In its 43rd year, the Twin Cities Auto 
Show kicks off on March 12, running 
through the 20th, inside the Minneapolis 


Convention Center. Based on last year, the 


ities) worth over 


D å 
exhibits, ranging from Camp й (an AC 
ride-along experience showing the capa- 
bilities of Fiat Chrysler Automobiles’ SUV 
lineup) to actual test drives given by several 
manufacturers, including Ford, Mazda, 
MINI, and Toyota. The auto show takes up 
to 400,000 square feet of space inside of the 
convention center. Every year, the show is 
produced by the Greater Metropolitan Auto- 


/ mobiles Association of Minnesota and its 126 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 38 
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dealership members. 

Vehicles at the auto show include 
some of the latest and greatest on sale 
here in Minnesota, from city cars to big 
heavy-duty pickups. They come from all 
over the world and as close as around 
the corner from your home. And, they 
range from inexpensive cars to the finest 
machinery around where money is no 
object. There is also the Green Room, 
where the most sustainable vehicles sold 
in Minnesota are shown with alternatives 


Energy cooperative to get the: 
recharging power from wind energy. 
Representatives from Great River Energy 
will be there to talk about Revolt inside 
the Green Room. They will also be joined 
by representatives from Drive Electric 
Minnesota, a partnership with govern- 
mental, non-profit, and private enterprise, 
along with the state’s largest electrical 
utility, to show how they will be able to 
build a stronger infrastructure for elec- 
vehicle charging across the state. 

so new this year is a sponsor for 
how: SuperAmerica. Based in 
dbury, the petroleum retailer has 

n serving Minnesota and the upper 
idwest since 1960 with its combination 


of fuel services, car-related services, 
and convenience retailing. Now with 264 
retailers and counting, SuperAmerica 

is growing with new locations opening 
up across its territory. Through this 

new sponsorship, SuperAmerica will be 
giving away free gas for an entire year to 
one lucky winner at the Auto Show. 

With SuperAmerica and Great River 
Energy on board, there is the excitement 
of the auto show itself. On the second 
floor of the Convention Center will be 
a Classic Car Walk. This is a trip down 
гу lane featuring some of the most 
historic vehicles ever produced. Also on 
„Second floor is a display from Toyota 
showing their truck and SUV lineup in 
ironments. The Luxury 
some of the 


Lastly, the Twin Cities Auto Show 
features a “Car of The Show.” The 2017 
Chrysler Pacifica minivan is the featured 
car for this show. Just unveiled at the 
North American International Auto Show, 
Chrysler's new minivan made a splash 
with its updated design inside and out, 
newly available technology and safety 
features, and the availability of a plug-in 
hybrid model in addition to the regular 
V6-powered version. In total, eight ver- 


VEHICLES AT 

INCLUDE SOME OF THE LATEST 
AND GREATEST ON SALE HERE 
IN MINNESOTA. 


© 


S AT THE AUTO SHOW 


sions of the Pacifica will be available when 


it goes on sale later this year. 

If you “gotta go to the Auto Show” 
this year, tickets are available in advance 
via the Twin Cities Auto Show website. 
They are $10 through the website, which 
will go up to $12 at the door during the 
show. Teenagers aged 11-15 are half- 
price at $6 per ticket. On Wednesday, 
March 16, all admission is half-price at 
S6. Hours vary depending on the day, but 
the show closes at 10:00 p.m. except for 
Sundays, when it closes at 7:00 p.m. 

Expect a lot of great things to happen 
at this year's Twin Cities Auto Show. Get 
your tickets and go! в 


For more information on the Twin Cities 
Auto Show, log on to: 
www.twincitiesautoshow.com. 
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EDUCATION | BY SHANE LUECK 


And The Award Goes To... 
The Tretter Collection 


KAZNA 


THE JEAN-NICKOLAUS 


TRETTER 
COLLECTION 


TN Gis T 


STUDIES 


Founder Jean-Nickolaus Tretter with a bust of Harvey Milk. TC Pride Collection processed and ready for researchers. Photos by Lisa Vecoli 


For those of us in the Twin Cities metro, our history is at our finger- 
tips — something that is largely taken for granted. The Tretter Collec- 
tion in GLBT Studies at the University of Minnesota has thousands of 
linear feet of boxes filled with memoribilia, documents, and stories from 
GLBT history, archived and waiting to be researched. 

The Tretter Collection was recently honored by the American 
Library Association (ALA) as the inaugural recipient of the Newlen- 
Symons Award for Excellence in Serving the GLBT Community. The 
award was established to honor a library, librarian, library staff member, 
library board, and/or library friends groups who serve the GLBT com- 
munity. Nominees are judged based on innovation, impact, sustainabil- 
ity, and advocacy. 

“The Newlen-Symons Award recognizes the tremendous impact of the 
Tretter Collection and its leadership in collecting and preserving the re- 
cord of the GLBT community, from the University of Minnesota campus 
and beyond,” said ALA President Sari Feldman in a statement. “Through 
preservation, collection development, and advocacy, the Tretter Collec- 
tion embodies how libraries can transform lives and communities.” 

University Librarian and McKnight Presidential Professor Wendy 
Pradt added, “The Tretter Collection has been exceptional at capturing 
and preserving the record of the GLBT community and in collaborat- 
ing with that community to develop innovative programs and resourc- 
es. Now with an international audience, the Tretter is a leader in the 
advancement of GLBT archives and libraries.” 

Lisa Vecoli, the curator of the Tretter Collection said, “The ALA is the 
leading national organization in our field and receiving this award from 
them reinforces the value of archival collections and GLBT materials at 
the U of M. Our mission is to provide a record of GLBT thought, knowl- 
edge, and culture for current and future generations, and this validates 
the success we are having.” 

Vecoli went on to say the award validated three important elements: 
Jean-Nickolaus Tretter for having the vision to collect materials and start 
the archive; the University Libraries for accepting and supporting the 
collection; and those people working today to make the Tretter Collec- 
tion one of the premier GLBT archives in the world. 

The establishment of this award demonstrates the importance of 
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GLBT materials, the need to continue to integrate them into library col- 
lections and holdings, and the value that the study of GLBT issues is 
gaining across multiple fields. 

“We are one of only a few dedicated GLBT archives in the country 
but every community has historical collections and libraries that should 
be adding GLBT content for their users,” Vecoli says. “Locally, I hope it 
generates awareness and curiosity about the Tretter Collection. Nation- 
ally, I hope it inspires other libraries to do outreach and be more inclu- 
sive of GLBT content in their holdings.” 

In announcing the award, the ALA called out the Tretter Collection's 
“visionary development of the trans* community oral history project,” a 
statement of which Vecoli is especially proud. She explains that the Tret- 
ter Collection, like most GLBT archives, has much richer content about 
white gay men than about other parts of the community. 

“My priority has been to diversify the voices in the archive to include 
more voices from the transgender and bisexual communities as well as 
from people of color,” Vecoli says. “We have much more to do, but the 
Transgender Oral History Project, now led by Andrea Jenkins, is the 
most ambitious project of its kind being done anywhere in the world 
right now. Itis empowering the community now and will forever change 
the voices in history. One more example of Minnesota blazing a trail for 
the rest of the world!” 

The fact that the inaugural Newlen-Symens Award was awarded to 
the Tretter Collection here in Minnesota is a reminder of the rich his- 
tory of leadership and progress that we have in the Midwest. As Vecoli 
is quick to point out, Minnesota has led the nation on GLBT issues in 
so many ways: the first legal gay marriage in 1971 (Jack Baker and Mi- 
chael McConnell); the first lesbian feminist bookstore (Amazon); the 
transgender inclusive non-discrimination laws (first city in the U.S. was 
Minneapolis in 1975, first state was Minnesota in 1993); one of the first 
out elected officials (Sen. Allan Spear); and home to one of only six or- 
ganizations in the country dedicated to bisexual organizing (Bisexual 
Organizing Project). 

“The Tretter Collection has material on all of these important events, 
and countless others,” she says. “We have so much to be proud of, now 
including a nationally recognized GLBT archive." в 
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PURCHASE TICKETS AT 
WWW.LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/TWINS 


TICKET SALES BENEFIT TWIN CITIES GOOOTIME SOFTBALL LEAGUE, TWIN CITIES 
QUORUM, MINNEAPOLIS MOVIE BEARS, MINNEAPOLIS MAYHEM RUGBY. 


Choose between two sections. 


BUDWEISER ROOF DECK e $49 per person 


The Budweiser Roof Deck is the ultimate Minnesota Twins outdoor 
experience! It accommodates 250 people, and offers cash bar, 
concessions and a large fire pit. 


SKYLINE VIEW - SECTION 327 e $26 per person 


Minnesota Twins Skyline View seats provide a spectacular view of the 
Minneapolis skyline, are angled towards home plate and are close to 
concessions and escalators. 
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DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


Another Valentine's 
Day Massacre 


I’m writing this the day after Valentine’s Day. This Valentine’s Day, 
like all before it, was (on the surface, at least) a disaster. 

I won't go into past Valentine's Day fails. They've been well docu- 
mented in this column over the years — the bad food, the tears, the vom- 
iting. They shared a common thread: they were constructed on a flimsy 
foundation of ridiculously high expectations, which quickly crumbled 
under the weight of the romantic facade being built on top of it. 

This holiday had all the earmarks of another disappointment, and yet.... 

The day started by my waking up in another state, where I had been 
on a work assignment. I had slept only a couple hours so I was exhaust- 
ed. But I pulled myself out of bed and hurried home because it was Val- 
entine's Day! I assumed my girlfriend would be awake, because even 
though she's not a morning person (understatement of the century) this 
would be our first Valentine's Day together, and I was driving a long dis- 
tance, and her kids would still be asleep, and maybe we could get a little 
cuddling in before all hell broke loose. 

However, when I arrived at 10 a.m., not only was she still asleep, 
but she had dead-bolted all the doors. So, I couldn't get into the 
house. It was the coldest day of the year and it was snowing. It was a 
type of aggressive, angry snow that made it feel like each flake was 
determined to kill me. 

I scaled the fence and knocked on her bedroom window. No re- 
sponse. So I knocked harder. Still nothing. Sighing heavily, I scaled the 
fence again and lay on the doorbell, knowing full well that it would wake 
up everyone in the place, thus ending any hope of cuddling. 

Since the morning was lost, I announced that I was taking a nap, 
a laughable notion in a home populated by a) an argumentative pre- 


teen with a lot of energy, a very loud voice, and a fondness for sugary 
drinks; b) a teenaged musical prodigy who demonstrates his genius at 
all hours by pounding on whatever musical instrument is within reach; 
c) my girlfriend, who really loves to vacuum; and d) three dogs, two of 
whom are terriers. 

Needless to say, I didn't get a nap. 

Later, we all ventured out into the storm to go to an art gallery. When 
we arrived, we discovered that it was closed. So then we had a spirited 
argument about where to eat; the loudest and bossiest of the kids won. 
We went to an uninspiring chain restaurant, which, we were all devas- 
tated to learn, had recently removed potato skins from the menu. The 
main argument in favor of this restaurant was the potato skins. 

After returning home, I tried to cuddle with my girl on the couch but 
was quickly banished to "the dog chair" (which is exactly what it sounds 
like: a chair where all three dogs sleep) by her proprietary preteen, who 
firmly planted his flag on his mom for the rest of the evening. 

Finally I shuffled off to bed. Alone. Just as I was nodding off, I was 
jolted awake by the preteen, who was bouncing on the bed, cackling 
maniacally. His mother shooed him to his room and, finally, laid down 
beside me. She put her arm around me, which, as always, was like being 
enveloped in a calming quilt of love, warmth, and contentment. 

"Sorry it was hectic today," she said. 

I thought of the kids, who love me enough to misbehave freely; the 
dogs, scream-barking to protect us from the neighborhood varmints; 
and my girl, whose embrace is a magical tonic, one that I need to figure 
out how to bottle and make money off of. 

"Best Valentine's Day ever,” I mumbled, as I drifted into sleep. B 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


SE est 
PE GOR? 


4, 


РОК RODRO 


Michelangelo's David! 
Le David de Michel-Ange! 


But, poor David, don’t you think? 
Et pauvre David, non? 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ACUPUNCTURE 


The Balancing Act Acupuncture & Massage. 
Doing what you love is your job. Keeping 
you in Balance is ours. Trans* friendly. 1409 
Willow Street, Ste. 415, Minneapolis. (612) 
584.9967 www.thebalancingactmn.com. 


HOUSE CLEANING 


TERRY LIDDELL, Residential cleaning. 
Dependable - Honest. Excellent references. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, flexible 
schedules in Minneapolis. Call Terry: (612) 
834-4887, the cleaningguy99(dgmail.com. 


JEWELERS 


Read our reviews! At Uniquely Yours 
Custom Designed Jewelry, we create 
unique engagement & wedding rings, 
& more! Expert jewelry restorations 
&repairs. Passion fuels everything 
we create. READ OUR REVIEWS! 
www.uniquelyyourscustomjewelry.com 
612-746-0508 


OFFICIANTS 


Rev. Gennifer Johnson, Blessed Harmony 
Spiritual. Ordained minister, wedding and 
eventplanning, premarital planning, Flower of 
Life Meditational Workshops.(715] 475-8268, 
www.blessedharmonyspiritualservices.com. 


REAL ESTATE 


BUYING? SELLING? RELOCATING? 
Instant Access to Minneapolis & Nation's 
Top Gay Realtors. We Represent You! 
WWW.GAYREALESTATE.COM. 


ROOMMATES 


Roommate wanted: 


mature man, 
progressive & respectful to share an 
architecturally designed home w divorced bi 
man. Furnished, private, two bedrooms, full 
bathrooms. Sharing main floor. $950, Mike, 


(612) 226-3801. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting in 
bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in South 
Minneapolis @ (612) 306-6323. 
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THE HOTTEST GAY CHATLINE 
мии 1-651-305-2806 


More Local Numbers: 800-777-8000 | www.guyspyvoice.com 


Ahora en Español/18+ 


Minneapolis: 


(952) 938-8700 (763) 226-2929 
(612) 465-7255 


St. Paul: 
(651) 305-2737 


www.megamates.com 18+ 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


DERMATOLOGY HOME SERVICES 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


ADDICTION INFO & TREATMENT 


Struggling with 
Substance Abuse? 


Take the 1st step & call 
the nation's 1st, exclusive, 
LGBTQ+ treatment center 


Call PRIDE today. 
952-934-7554 


ж j м 7% 
i a 
PRI 


INSTITUTE 


ATTORNEYS 


Gay B. Clapp, Attorney 


Family Law - Wills and Estates 
Reasonable, with dignity 


Twin Cities Legal Service, PLLC 
7201 Ohms Lane - Ste. 215, Edina, MN 55415 
www.lindawray.com * 952-232-6465 


uptown Serving you for 100 years! ZESNCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Cskinspa 


dermatology Gs 


Education 
е 


Ехрегіепсе 
. 


Excellence 
..with a smile. 
Healthy Skin, it’s a 

Jaime Davis, MD Beautiful Thing! 


1221 W. Lake St., Suite 208, Mpls, MN 55408 
612-455-3200 * www.UptownDermatology.com 


Oe) 


кышы DOCTOR 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 
for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barryGlavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


FINANCIAL PLANNING SERVICES 


AUTO DEALERS 


You have a friend at 

Rosedale Chevrolet, 

Call Dewey Lysen at 
(612) 805-8232 


Honor all buying programs and credit 
union deals! Good or Bad credit accepted. 


ттт 


EVROLET www.rosedalechev.com 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


LaMettry’s * 


Collision, Glass and More! 


1-888-898-0016 LAMETTRYS.COM 
- 8 locations - Free estimates 
- Locally & family owned 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 
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THOUGHTFUL 


FINANCIAL PLANNING 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
Timothy J. LaPean, CFP®, ADPA® the very best price. 
(612) 460-7355 
Timothy @thoughtfulfp.com 
Thoughtful FinancialPlanning.com 


Objective advice instead of 
commission-based sales 


FLORISTS 


Suan 


r 


WE SPECIALIZE IN — 
Remodeling 
Insulation 
Home Energy Efficiency 


Roofing 
Siding 
Windows 


Tulips, Daffodils, and 
Hyacinths, OH MY! 


651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1505 Marshal Ava Saivi Раш, UNES | 


CALL US 
612-333-SNAP (7627) 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


L 


Residential & Commercial Services 


ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 
Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 


GUN SHOPS 


Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


+ Fully stocked firearms dealer 
«Indoor shooting facilities 
«Training courses 
Robbinsdale, ММ. 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, ММ» 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI > 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


THE NETWORK 


REAL ESTATE 


HOME SERVICES HOME SERVICES 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
ө other home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


Exceptional Carpet Cleaning and More 


= 


christopher j friend 
urban Mrealtor 


612 827 5847 • christopherfriend@edinarealty.com 
www.christopherfriend.edinarealty.com 


651-636-0288 www.AavalonServices.com 


763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


RESTORATION е RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE е REPAR 
CARPENTRY + KITCHENS + TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS + PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 


| > e! Your Complete Profersional HomeCare Company 


= ж- 
МАЗ Е 


i 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 
Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


LANA) 


Davina M. Baldwin 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


= > 
"T IT HARDI | 


LavenderMagazine.com/scorethursdays 
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Work as an 
Advertising 
Account 


Executive for 
Lavender Media. 


Great 
Commission! 
Fun working 
environment! 


LAVENDER 


Send your cover letter 
and resume to: 
barryOlavendermagazine.com 


3715 Chicago Avenue South e Minneapolis, MN 55407-2610 


A mid century two level office building at the NE quadrant of Chicago Avenue South and East 38th Street. 


Rock solid and well maintained! Lots of onsite parking! 


Good central location in South Minneapolis on transportation corridors with easy access to: 
35W e Abbot Northwestern Medical Campus e Downtown Minneapolis e 38th Street light rail station e MSP airport 


Nicely positioned in a revitalizing neighborhood with many nearby amenities! 


MALTBY COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 
Hazelden Betty Ford 
Foundation 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease of 
addiction. 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7810 
www.hazelden.org 


ADVOCACY 

Arise Project 

Committed to LGBTQ homeless 
youth; providing services and safety 
in times of need. 

404 S. 8th St., 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 340-7500 
www.gtcuw.org/arise 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Indigenous Peoples Task Force 
Servicing Individuals living with HIV/ 
AIDS 

Offering Case Management services, 
FREE HIV testing and educational 
groups 

1335 E. 23rd St 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 889-4636 or (612) 719-2540 
www.indigenouspeoplestf.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Park House 

Day health / mental health treatment 
program for adults living with HIV/ 
AIDS. 

710 E. 24th St., Ste. 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

The Minnehaha Mile 

Shop the Minnehaha Mile - For 
vintage, one-of a kind, up cycled and 
rediscovered treasures. 

4049 Minnehaha Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55406 

(612) 293-6863 x 104 
MinnehahaMile@shopjunket.com 
MinnehahaMile.com 


Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & 
partner for a diverse business 
community. 

18 N. 12th St., Ste. 3606 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 


Crosswinds Arts and Science 
School 

A Perpich Center for Arts Education 
middle school focused on diversity, 
inclusion, and student success. 

600 Weir Dr. 

Woodbury, MN 

(651) 379-2600 
crosswindsmn.org 


Minneapolis College of Art 

& Design (MCAD) Continuing 
Education 

MCAD Continuing Education offers 
art and design classes year-round for 
kids, teens, and adults. 

2501 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-3765 

www.mcad.edu/ce 


EVENT VENUES 


Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old 
World Charm as the perfect 
backdrop for your wedding day. 
301 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 

www.gai-mn.org 


Minneapolis City Hall 8: 
Hennepin County Courthouse 
Step back in time and enjoy a 
historically beautiful wedding at the 
Minneapolis City Hall. 

350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN55415 

(612) 596-9518 
www.municipalbuildingcommission. 
org/Events.html 


McNamara Alumni Center 

An architecturally-stunning venue on 
the University of Minnesota campus. 
D'Amico Catering, parking ramp, 
adjacent hotel. 

200 Oak St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 624-9831 
www.mac-events.org 


United Theological Seminary 
United Theological Seminary Inspire 
your spiritual life. Bring your big 
questions. Certificate or degree 
programs and community education. 
3000 5th St. NW 

New Brighton, MN 

(651) 633-4311 
www.unitedseminary.edu 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer 
support groups for people affected 
by mental illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 
www.namihelps.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. Check 
out our online catalogue. 

1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 

www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites 8: Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your vacation plans. 
www.mnhs.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Free admission every day. Located 
on the Green Line. Contemporary 
and early American modernism art. 
333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 
www.wam.umn.edu 


MUSIC 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


CANTUS 

“The premier men’s vocal ensemble 
in the United States.” - Fanfare 
Magazine 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 435-0055 
www.cantussings.org 


Guthrie Theater 

A nationally acclaimed cultural 
destination, home to three unique 
theaters, dining, tours, classes and 
more. 

818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Plays and musicals telling Minnesota 
stories by Minnesota artists for 
Minnesota audiences. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing 
artists and new work while sparking 
conversation about challenging 
human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th FI. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 
www.illusiontheater.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 

1501 S. 4th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 
www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebrating innovation 
in the arts, performance, and 
academics. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 

northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 
www.ordway.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

MN Opera invites you to enjoy 20% 
off any non-opening performance. 
Use code lavender20. 

620 North First Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 
612-333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


VocalEssence 

Now in our 47th year, VocalEssence 
is a leading arts organization based 
in Minnesota. 

1900 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 547-1451 


www.vocalessence.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 
EE 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 

www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, board members. Contact 
us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


REAL ESTATE 


Parade of Homes 

Presented by Builder Association of 
the Twin Cities 

Where dream homes come true. 
www.paradeofhomes.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

A radically inclusive community 
committed to being All God's 
Children FOR all God's children! 
3100 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 

www.agemcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 
YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 
www.fecminneapolis.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 


Pilgrim Lutheran Church 
Inclusive Christian Worshipping 
community that seeks, nurtures and 
empowers hungry minds and souls. 
1935 St. Clair Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

(651) 699-6886 
www.pilgrimstpaul.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey, St Mark's welcomes you. 
519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 


Congregations around Minnesota 


that intentionally welcome all people 


regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

An inclusive, welcoming, open and 
affirming congregation. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Downtown Minneapolis 

(612) 332-3421 
www.westminstermpls.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 
Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


STATE FAIRS 
Minnesota State Fair 


The "Great Minnesota Get Together" 
provides a world-class showcase that 


is innovative, entertaining and fun. 
1265 Snelling Ave. N. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 288-4400 


www.mnstatefair.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! 
Birthplace of Minnesota. Distinctive 
lodging. Shop / Dine / Cruise / Art 
Galleries / Nightlife. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 351-1717 
www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Meet Minneapolis Convention & 
Visitor Association 

Meet Minneapolis markets 
Minneapolis as the premier 
convention, leisure, weddings and 
group destination. 

250 Marquette Ave. S. #1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 767-8000 
www.minneapolis.org 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. 
Hotels and B&Bs. Attractions and 
events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 
Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 


www.visitduluth.com 
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OUR VOICES 


AT-LARGE | BY JOHN MARK 


Baby's First Car 


A CAR, A HOUSE, AND TWO KIDS MAY SOUND AS KITSCHY AS А 1950s WARD 
AND JUNE CLEAVER, BUT THAT IMAGE DOES STILL HOLD US STRONG. 
AUTOMOBILES ARE OFTEN REFERRED TO ASSYMBOLS OF THE AMERICAN 
DREAM. THEY'RE THE TOYS OF YOUNG BOYS. 


Santiago came into my life at the age of 17. A used Chrysler mini van, 
he had dents in his sides, a cracked windshield, a hitch, rusted bumpers, 
and a permanent pawn shop marker on his headlights. His color was 
a symphony of maroon and brown. Santiago's interior upholstery was 
grey, textured by cigarette burns, stains, and rips from days of old. The 
inspiration for his name came from the attractive brother of a friend of 
mine from Colima, Mexico. Santiago in van form was not nearly as attrac- 
tive, but the name had a place in my teenage heart. 

A car, a house, and two kids may sound as kitschy as a 1950s Ward 
and June Cleaver, but that image does still hold us strong. Automobiles 
are often referred to as symbols of the American Dream. They're the 
toys of young boys. They're the subject of many a television show. It's 
not hard for most to remember their first car. Whether it came at age 
16 or 36, first holding those keys in hand is a cardinal moment with real 
weight. In that moment, the power to travel is yours. For me, it didn't 
matter that Santiago looked like the remnants of a junkyard, he was my 
baby. I felt cool swinging his keys around as I entered my high school. А 
non-verbal, “Yeah, I drove here." 

I went to high school in Hopkins, Minnesota, and while the student 
body there was not overtly affluent, there was a pretty big disparity be- 
tween Santiago and the other cars on campus. Santiago was so hideous 
that he ironically won me the senior superlative for best car. The female 


winner however, was not voted in irony, and Santiago experienced the 
humiliation of posing for the consummate photo next to the pristine Lex- 
us of a Wayzata-grown girl. Santiago's grisly figure had been acknowl- 
edged by the community at large. The yearbook may have roasted us, 
but it only brought us closer. 

Santiago was a reflection of where I came from. Growing up with lim- 
ited means in Brooklyn Center, the beat-up Chrysler was synonymous 
with the neighborhood. In addition, getting in a few light fender benders 
did nothing to alter Santiago's overall complexion. Santiago would take 
me to theater rehearsals, to work at Panera Bread, and to pick up high 
school sweethearts. Rubbing up against a few parking meters, having 
friends sit on the hood, or any other high school tomfoolery was permis- 
sible by Santiago without complaint or crude reminder. 

Santiago fell to pieces as I graduated high school. There is something 
sad about being a car's last owner. I would have much preferred to sell 
him used than junk him, but the decision was clear. Santiago's time was 
up. He was too rusted, too old, too shaky, and too problematic to be any- 
thing more than scrap metal. It's my hope that a few pieces of him lived 
on. Perhaps his bright eyes or sturdy fender could have been salvaged, 
but knowing where we left him, likely not. Though Santiago died along 
with my adolescence, random memories bring me back to a time that 
had less distractions and more driving with the windows down. B 
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FOUNDING HOST PARTNER ORGANIZATION 
HRC Twin Cities 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS 
OutFront Minnesota, Twin Cities Quorum, MN AIDS Project, Twin Cities Pride, The Aliveness Project, 


Prime Timers MSP, Reclaim!, Mixed Blood Theatre, Minneapolis Movie Bears, Freedom Jazz, One Voice, 


North Country Bears, MN Freedom Band, TCGMC, HCMC's LGBT & Allies Employee Resource Group 


Stadium Bar & Grill Ё 
207 N. Washington Ave. * Minneapolis 


! ү Meet other athletes and sports fans while you 
| enjoy complimentary appetizers, drink specials | 
and a chance to register to win great prizes! Tl 
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Now it's as easy to travel through ALL 4 seasons as it is to 
purchase your next car from your friends at Luther FIAT 
of Minneapolis. 500X starting under $20,000. 


